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Avian Influenza and Human Pandemics
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What Is a pandemic?

 An outbreak of a disease in many different countries at the
same time

* An influenza (flu) pandemic occurs when a new flu virus
spreads rapidly to many countries
* Most people not immune to the new flu virus
» Vaccine may not be available for months

» Global airline travel can spread infection widely, quickly
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Avian (bird) flu and pandemics

- Pandemics of flu in the 20" century have been caused by
avian flu

« 1918 “Spanish” flu

» At least 10 million deaths worldwide
» At least 500,000 deaths in the US

1957 “Asian” flu
» At least 70,000 deaths in the US

« 1968 “Hong Kong” flu
» At least 40,000 deaths in the US
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Avian flu virus

Source: CDC Influenza Branch

Animal flu
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Mutated virus
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Why worry about flu in chickens?

* Introduction into US poultry could devastate industry

* Virus could change and develop the ability to spread easily
from person-to-person

* No vaccine readily available

« Uncontrolled virus could spread rapidly —
resulting in a pandemic
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What if pandemic flu were to strike’?
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33 million will get sick

500,000 will be hospitalized
There will be 148,000 deaths

Workforce and essential services will be

severely affected

Businesses, schools may be forced to close
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How are we preparing for pandemic flu?

« Pandemic flu response plan is part of the state Comprehensive
Emergency Management Plan

* Provide free flu vaccine for children
« Encourage flu vaccine for adults

* Monitor flu updates from CDC and World Health Organization
« Work with other state agencies involved in flu response

« Track yearly trends in flu
* Do specialized flu testing
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THE INFLUENZA EPIDEMIC AND HOW WE TRIED TO
CONTROL IT.

BY FLIZABETH J. DAVIES, R, X,

xira-Cantonment Zone, Camp Lewds, 1Fashington

The Extra-Cantonment Zone extends about ten miles araund
Camp Lewis. It includes six small towns with population varying
from 200 10 700. Two of the larger towns possess resident physi-
cians, one a health officer. hut a large portion of the people live
from ten to twenty-seven aniles from the services of a doctor. The .
population outside of the towns live cither on small farms, or work
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A man is turned away by a Seattle trolley conductor because he is not wearing ALWAYS WORKING FOR A SAFER AND
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